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21st November 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Year 10 Educational Visit to GCSE Poetry Live! Birmingham Symphony Hall 
 
It is proposed to arrange a visit to Birmingham Symphony Hall to attend GCSE Poetry Live! on Monday 20th 
January, leaving school at 9.15am. The predicted time of return is 4.00pm. The visit is open to all students from 
Year 10.  
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to see many of the poets our students are already familiar with from their English 
Literature course and who will feature on their GCSE English Literature examination. These will include Simon 
Armitage, Carol Ann Duffy, John Agard and Imtiaz Dharker. Poets will respond to student questions and discuss 
how poems connect to and influence other poems. There will also be two examiner sessions where experienced 
Chief Examiners will address skills vital for success in the GCSE English Literature examinations. 
 
As this visit takes place mainly in school time it is necessary to ask for a voluntary contribution of £23.50 per 
student.  There is no obligation to contribute and no student will be omitted from the visit because they do not pay.  
However, the visit cannot go ahead if the Academy does not receive sufficient parental contributions.   
 
To reserve a place on the visit please logon to Wisepay no later than Friday 29th November.  This is the deadline 
on which the visit closes: no further places will be booked after this date.  The Academy invests considerable 
resources into the planning, administration and staffing of visits and they cannot proceed without a high percentage 
of contributions, nor can we allow students to pay more to cover other students’ costs.  However, if you are unable 
or unwilling to make a contribution but would like your child to partake, please contact finance@eda.staffs.sch.uk 
no later than the booking deadline for consideration. 
 
If sufficient contributions have been received, then a consent form will be issued via the MyEd app.  Completion 
of this form will confirm your place.  Non return of this consent by the deadline stated on the form will result in the 
place being forfeited and any monies paid lost.  Please note, once a place on an educational visit is allocated, it is 
not normally possible for refunds to be paid if the student does not attend the visit for any reason. 
 
Students attending this visit will need to have a record of good behaviour and demonstrate that they can obey 
safety and other rules. Your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any seatbelt provided until 
informed it may be released. If the Academy becomes concerned that your child’s attendance on this visit may be 
a risk to their own well-being and safety, or that of others, we reserve the right to withdraw your child from the visit 
and any monies paid lost. 
 
Students will be accompanied by Academy staff and will be supervised throughout the day. All students will need 
a packed lunch and drink (which should not include glass bottles), and will be required to wear full Academy 
uniform. A small amount of pocket money up to a maximum amount of £5 may be brought for which your 
son/daughter will be responsible. It is also recommended that no valuables are brought on the trip as these will 
also be the responsibility of the student. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mrs G Bignell 
Lead Teacher of KS4 English 
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