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June 2026

Dear Families,

| am writing to you at this time of warm weather to raise an urgent matter of safety that affects all students
at our Academy. As you will be aware, EDA is situated in close proximity to Chasewater reservoir, and we
are conscious that during periods of hot and sunny weather, the appeal of cooling off in open water can feel
very strong, particularly for young people.

We fully understand that during a prolonged period of warm weather such as the one we are currently
experiencing, rivers, lakes, reservoirs, and other open water areas can appear extremely inviting. For children
and young people in particular, the idea of swimming outdoors with friends can seem exciting and harmless.
Social media platforms frequently feature images and videos of people enjoying open water in ways that can
make it appear safe and carefree.

However, we must make you aware in the strongest possible terms that open water swimming carries serious
and potentially fatal risks, even for strong swimmers. These dangers are not always visible and can catch
even adults by surprise. Key hazards include:

Cold Water Shock: Even in summer, the temperature beneath the surface of rivers, lakes, and reservoirs
can be dangerously cold, sometimes below 10°C, regardless of the air temperature. Sudden immersion in
cold water can cause an involuntary gasp reflex, rapid breathing, and even cardiac arrest. This can
incapacitate a swimmer within seconds, leaving them unable to stay afloat.

Hidden Currents and Depths: Open water is deceptive. Rivers and lakes that appear calm on the surface
may conceal powerful undercurrents, sudden drops in depth, and submerged obstacles such as rocks, tree
roots, shopping trolleys, and debris. These hazards are invisible and can trap or injure a swimmer without
warning.

No Lifeguards or Safety Equipment: Unlike public swimming pools, open water areas have no trained
lifeguards, no lane ropes, no shallow ends, and no emergency equipment. In an emergency, help may be
many minutes away, which can prove fatal.

Entanglement and Underwater Hazards: Weeds, underwater vegetation, and debris can entangle a
swimmer’s limbs and prevent them from surfacing. Boat propellers, drainage channels, and sluice gates
present additional life-threatening dangers.

Panic and Exhaustion: Even confident swimmers can be overwhelmed by the unexpected challenges of
open water. Distance to safety is often much greater than it appears from the bank, and panic can rapidly
lead to exhaustion and drowning.

Pollution and Waterborne lliness: Open water can carry harmful bacteria such as blue-green algae
(cyanobacteria) and E. coli, as well as chemical pollutants. Ingesting or even coming into contact with
contaminated water can cause serious illness.

With EDA being located so close to Chasewater, we are acutely aware that students may visit this location
after school or at weekends. We have been made aware of instances in which young people have gathered
near or entered the water in this area. Every year in the United Kingdom, people lose their lives in preventable
open water incidents and tragically, a significant proportion of these victims are young people. We do not
wish for any member of our community to become part of that statistic.
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We respectfully but urgently ask that you take the following steps:

* Please speak to your child about the dangers of open water swimming, using clear and direct
language.

* Remind them that no matter how warm the weather is, entering open water is never safe without
proper supervision, safety equipment, and appropriate training.

* Explain that the risks apply even to strong swimmers, and that the water near our school is not a safe
swimming environment.

* Encourage them to report to a trusted adult if they become aware that friends are planning to swim in
open water.

* If you or your family wish to swim outdoors, please use designated, supervised wild swimming sites or
outdoor lidos with trained lifeguards.

We take the wellbeing of every young person in our care enormously seriously. This letter is sent with genuine

concern and in the spirit of partnership between school and home. We thank you sincerely for taking the time
to read it and for helping us to keep your children safe.

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are aware of any specific incidents or locations that may
require our attention, please do not hesitate to contact Reception.

Yours sincerely,

Mr P Walklate
Headteacher
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