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June 2026 
 
Dear Families          
 

Year 8 ‘Challenge Week’ 17th – 19th March 2027 
 
Erasmus Darwin Academy is pleased to offer students in Year 8, (Academic Year 2026-2027), the chance 
to attend a residential visit from Wednesday 17th March 2027 to Friday 19th March 2027. This is an 
exciting opportunity for students to experience Outdoor Education at PGL Boreatton Park SY4 2BA. PGL 
has long been established as the UK’s leading provider for outdoor education, delivering inspirational 
learning through adventurous activities.  
 
Over recent years, we have had the privilege to run many successful visits to PGL. This year, as previous 
years, we intend to offer the same package at a reasonable cost to ensure that all students have the 
opportunity to embark on adventures and challenges to enrich their life experiences. Due to numerous 
years of experience in running this visit to PGL or similar centres, we know what we are looking for in our 
residential visits and we are confident that your child will gain tremendously from the programme offered 
at PGL. The PGL centre at Boreatton Park is located north of Shrewsbury and is PGL’s largest centre 
covering 250 acres of spectacular woodland and countryside. The centre offers multiple lakes, 4 ziplines 
and an additional 27 different activities.  
 
https://adventureholidays.pgl.co.uk/camps/boreatton-park/   
 
Accommodation, food, and facilities are all excellent at the centre. Students will travel to PGL Boreatton 
Park by coach with Academy staff. At the Centre, experienced and trained staff will lead the activities. 
Academy staff will also be present throughout the visit, assisting with the supervision of the groups and 
ensuring that the needs of our students are met fully. 

 
Students will participate in many different outdoor activities including both land and water activities. We 
believe that all students will gain a great deal from this visit, learning how to face new challenges, learning 
together to solve problems, and working as a team. 
 
The following 3-day activity residential and coach travel between academy and centre will cost £285. This 
will include the following:  
 

• Dedicated group instructor for the duration of the course 

• Accommodation for the evenings. (Children will be expected to bring their own bedding through the 
form of sleeping bags) 

• All food and snacks 

• All specialist equipment  

• Fully comprehensive insurance cover – travel insurance, medical expenses, personal, property, 
money    

• 24-hour pastoral care 

• Transport during the course. 

• Certificate of achievement for participants. 
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The visit will go live at 8:00am on Thursday 9th July 2026 on Wise Pay and will stay open until Friday 
25th September 2026. To reserve a place on this visit please logon to Wise Pay and make an initial non-
refundable deposit payment of £50. Please be advised that the visit is limited to 110 places this year. This is 
an increase on last year to try an avoid disappointment as the visit sold out. The visit will close once the 
places have been filled or on Friday 25th September 2026, providing the duration of the summer 
holidays to make a decision for your child to attend. Launching the letter now will give families plenty 
of time to consider this opportunity. If sufficient contributions have been received, and the visit is deemed 
financially viable places will be booked and you will be notified. In the event that all 110 places are secured 
with a deposit payment, a waiting list will be compiled, and places will then be allocated via a random ballot. 
If you wish your child to be placed on the waiting list, please email visits@eda.staffs.sch.uk stating your child’s 
full name, PGL visit 2025 waiting list. 
 
 
This visit will be paid in instalments, with the following payment dates: 
 

• First non-refundable payment of £50. No later than Friday 25th September 2026 

• Second non-refundable payment of £65. No later than Friday 30th October 2026 

• Third non- refundable payment of £80. No later than Friday 27th November 2026 

• Remaining Balance payment of £90. No later than Friday 29th January 2027   
 

Payments must be received by the above deadlines but there will be a flexible option available on WisePay 
to allow for smaller instalments to be made in between these dates. The 2nd of February 2026 will be the cut 
off point for all payments to be made. 
 
If there is any money remaining in the contingency fund after the trip then, where this is more than £15 per 
student, it will be divided evenly among the contributors. 
 
Please note, once a place on an educational visit is allocated, it is not normally possible for refunds to be paid 
if the student does not attend for any reason. If you wish to cancel the place you will be liable for any monies 
due in line with the Tour Operators cancellation charges and where applicable for medical reasons an 
insurance claim can be raised. By paying the deposit for this visit to school, you will be liable to pay the total 
amount unless otherwise stated. If payments are not made by the deadlines stated, then the place will be 
cancelled on your behalf and monies paid to date may be lost in line with the Tour Operators cancellation 
charges. If you wish to remove your child from the visit this MUST be communicated in writing via 
email to visits@eda.staffs.sch.uk with a detailed explanation. 
 
 
Students attending this visit will need to have a record of good behaviour and demonstrate that they can obey 
safety and other rules. Your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any seatbelt provided 
until informed it may be released. If the Academy becomes concerned that your child’s attendance on 
this visit may be a risk to their own well-being and safety, or that of others, we reserve the right to 
withdraw your child from the visit and any monies paid lost. 
 
Advance warning is needed of any students with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and 
safety considerations have been made. Parents must inform the school of any relevant medical or other 
needs on the visit consent form. Residential courses will require a Medical Form and Code of Conduct to be  
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Completed no more than three weeks before the visit date. Please notify visits@eda.staffs.sch.uk of any 
dietary needs for sound medical, ethical, or religious reasons. 
 
Please contact me at the Academy should you have any further questions with regards to this invitation.  

 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
 
Mr S Smith 
Teacher of Physical Education / Education Visits Coordinator 
s.smith@eda.staffs.sch.uk  
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